AFTER   EVEREST
considered by Indians to be a disgraceful one, fit only
for the lowest of outcasts. In consequence, it had been
found impossible to obtain a really good class of nurse
of either sex. Miss Hacker, who came out to India at
the same time as I did, found that she had a rough row
to hoe. On the male side there were only five orderlies—
one excellent one who is with us still, but the other four
of very inferior quality. One was usually drunk, and was
dismissed soon afterwards. Another, though not too bad
as a nurse, was rather too good as a temporary husband,
and ran a number of establishments in the surrounding
villages, in each of which was a lady euphemistically
described by one of our Indian doctors as " one of	's
concubines." This middle-aged Lothario used to write
turgid hymns in Tamil whenever any occasion required a
mild and pious celebration. He didn't last long as a
Mission employee.
Then there was another who had to leave hurriedly
because the police took him off to jail for debt, and a
bright young spark, appointed in his place, disappeared one
day with several umbrellas belonging to various patients.
The star turn, however, was the son-in-law of our old peon
(who kept the out-patients in order and did odd jobs
about the hospital). My first encounter with this youth
was for the purpose of reprimanding him for the crime—
not unprovoked, I suspect—of breaking his father-in-law's
arm in the course of an argument. We were very patient
with this disorderly orderly, and gave him many chances,
for he was an orphan and had a wife and children; but
after the proverbial number of seventy times seven had
been exceeded, we simply had to dismiss him, taking two
of his children into our orphanage to preserve them from
an even worse fate than that of having him as a father.
Miss Hacker engaged several new orderlies, some of whom
are still with us, and who are among the most efficient.
One in particular is a born comedian and greases the wheels
of routine continually by finding a ludicrous side to every
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